Eavesdropping Q-t 

No people have prked their privacy more fears 
rise British, who tuck their houses back of hedges 
#b& Mde themselves in clubs behind the London 
Times. Any threat to tins tradition of privacy is 
a matter for public alarm. The widespread sale 
of electronic eavesdropping decrees has recently 
stirred up a hornet's nest and questions are being 
asked in Parliament, 

A London manufacturer has confessed to setting 
laradreds of listening gadgets made in fee form 
of iaatchbos.es. -pens. jewelry, eo* tactic compacts, 
gaslfeghts and otter disguise*. A .-omctstiat larger 
ecuce is also available for motor cars. Even, fee 
staid fna/usal Tunes has been advertising SJicro- 
Bag Spy etpnpmeBt-afeHcMe in a London; Meyision 
shop. 

Although fee- sale of these devices is legal 
is Britain, their operation requires .a license from 
the Post OPtoe; operafmjt without a license makes 
fee User liable to a fine of £. 100 and three months 
in jail. Yet despite this hatar-d, btmareds of eaves- 
droppers are quiet ty liatemog itt on their m-ighbors. 
No wonder fee J&utisb arc worried. There’s no 
felling where it will ail end. Pnr example. the 
London Hilton Hotel looks down upon Buckingham 
Palace Garden It may be possible for a roomer 
there to listen to Hitlerite esavstfattons is fee 
palace itself. Nobody, not even fee Queen,* can 
be sure of privacy, although Her Majesty's -gov- 
-cmmeaE probably treats bc-r wife more respect 
than Army intelligence showed Mrs, Fntaklm 
Boosevelt when they bugged her roots in Giieago- 

IX is undersfataiabie that members of the House 
of Common* are fertsbisg about is a latlidr of 
rase wirho it knowing twite \fe.d to do abort* this 
tTnuIfesnnp irtcntmn. Ticy mas mar wow be 
suspect. Thai tonrslCf’^ old duKer v'h fee over, 
side Rotary button y~ M? lapel r‘*r-y he recorffiad 
heaves know? what sect at co!WFSc*toRS. Not 
Big Brother bin. Liulc Brcfeer and ail Ins sisters 
ais bow liEtferdBg. More fesn ctcryitenct" Is goldea. 
and we car. tmdexs fend th* Ttnfefe tendency to 
.■ssirais thesr conversattoa io each is armless and 
equivocal responses ss "Quite’’ and '1 say.” 



